
INCLUDESGENERAL ITINERARY

Private services
(vehicle and guides).*

Easy.

Days Nights

Package may start any day. *
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Nicaragua, El Salvador and 
Guatemala.

PCAMCOL

9 - 8

C o l o n i a l  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a

Walk the cobblestone streets of
Granada.

Walk to the edge of Masaya
Volcano crater.

Cross by boat from Nicaragua
to El Salvador witnessing the
lifestyle of local people.

Visit a rural school on Eastern El
Salvador and enjoy quality time
with local kids.

Enjoy authentic Suchitoto
Colonial Town, the place of the
Flower Bird.

Dye your own scarf with Indigo, 
a Mayan natural colorant.

Walk the historic streets of
Antigua Guatemala and shop
in its colorful markets.

Private vehicle and driver for land transfers and
tours:      • SEDAN type vehicle for 2 pax.
 • H1 or HIACE type vehicle for 6 pax.
 • COASTER type vehicle from 10 to 16 pax.
 • MINIBUS type vehicle from 18 to 20 pax.
 • BUS type vehicle from 21 + pax.

8 nights lodging, based in double rooms.

All breakfasts (8) and lunches (7).

Private English speaking guide.

All activities and entrances as stated on detailed
itinerary: Islets boat tour, city tour Granada, Masaya
volcano, community tour, Sea Turtles tour, Suchitoto
city tour, indigo workshop, city tour Antigua
Guatemala.

Gulf of Fonseca boat crossing between Nicaragua
and El Salvador.

Fee to help local nonprofit organization (rural
school and sea turtle conservation).

Bottled water in vehicle.

All local taxes and fees are included.

DOES NOT INCLUDE: 
Travel insurance, Dinners and other meals, Airport 
taxes, Border crossing fees: Nicaragua/ El Salvador 
and El Salvador/ Guatemala, International arrival and 
departure flights, Tips, personal expenses and services 
not specifically mentioned.

SERVICE

DIFFICULTY

HIGHLIGHTS

OPERATES

COUNTRIES 3:

CODE: 

LODGING
•

•

•

3 Nights in Nicaragua: 
• 2 Nights in Granada.
• 1 Night in León. 
3 Nights in El Salvador: 
• 1 Night in Eastern El Salvador.
• 2 Nights in Suchitoto. 
2 Nights in Guatemala: 
• 2 Nights in Antigua Guatemala.

Day 1:

Day 2:

Day 3:

Day 4:

Day 5:

Day 6:

Day 7:

Day 8:

Day 9:

Arrival to Managua. Transfer to Granada.
Lodging in Granada.

Islets boat tour. City Tour Granada: La
Merced Church, Casa de los tres mundos,
San Francisco Convent. Lunch. Return to
hotel. Lodging in Granada. (B, L).

Transfer to León. On the way, Masaya
Volcano and market. Lodging in León 
(B, L).

Transfer to Potosí Port, Gulf of Fonseca
boat crossing. Transfer hotel. Lodging at
Eastern El Salvador. (B, L).

Community experience with rural school 
and  Sea turtles. Transfer to Suchitoto. 
Lodging in Suchitoto (B, L).

Suchitoto colonial town tour. Indigo
workshop. Lodging in Suchitoto (B, L).

Transfer to Antigua Guatemala. Free
afternoon. Lodging Antigua Guatemala.
(B, L).

Antigua Guatemala Walking tour. Free
afternoon. Lodging Antigua Guatemala
(B, L).

Transfer to Guatemala City airport. Flight
back to country of origin (B).

Colonial house at Antigua Guatemala

The countries of Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala offer charming colonial towns like beautiful 
Granada, Old León, Authentic Suchitoto, and Majestic Antigua Guatemala.  All these towns enclosed 
in a program that will also capture your heart when you share time with rural school kids who are 
sponsored by our nonprofit organization, Share Smiles.



SPECIFIC CONDITIONS

HOTELS

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
• We may change itinerary due to weather or situations beyond our control.

All general conditions apply.

Fonseca Gulf crossing may depend on weather conditions to cross.

*For day 4: León - Fonseca Gulf crossing - Suchitoto: 

Wednesday or Saturday. 

Supplement may apply for High Season: Holy Week and from December 1 to January 15.

Antigua Guatemala tour is walking.

Indigo process is seasonal: June to November. But Indigo workshop (dye) can be done all year.
Indigo workshop will be:
• In Suchitoto town up to 9 pax.
• At the hacienda from 10 pax and up.

LA UNIÓN (Eastern El Salvador)
(All Categories)  Comfort Inn, La Unión (Standard room).

ANTIGUA GUATEMALA:
A) Porta Hotel Antigua or Camino Real or similar (Deluxe).
B) Posada de Don Rodrigo or similar (Garden view).
C) Mesón de Maria or similar (Deluxe).

SUCHITOTO:
A) Los Almendros de San Lorenzo (Suite room).
B) Los Almendros de San Lorenzo (Double Room).
C) El Tejado de Suchitoto or similar (Standard room).

GRANADA:
A) Dario hotel, Plaza Colón, La Gran Francia or similar (Standard room).
B) Hotel Real La Merced or similar (Standard room).
C) El Patio del Malinche hotel or similar (Standard room).

LEON:
A) Hotel El Convento (Suite room).
B) Hotel El Convento (double room).
C) Best Western hotel or similar (Standard room).

Guatemala City
(GUA)

Gulf of Fonseca, La Unión

D9GUATEMALA

• Less than 10 PAX done in regular/shared service, lunch and guide is not included. For regular/shared package has to start on a 

• More than 10 PAX, private services with lunch and guide included. Package may start any day.

D1

D3

D5

Managua

Leon

Suchitoto

Antigua
Guatemala

Guatemala City
(GUA)

La Union

El Icacal

Granada

Masaya

D2

D4

D7

D9

D6

Pacific Ocean

NICARAGUA

HONDURAS

GUATEMALA

EL SALVADOR

Caribbean Ocean

For groups of 15 or more, some special arrangements may be done to accommodate at certain locations due to sizes and capacities of the hotels.



DAY 1: Arrival to Managua  – Granada. 
 
Arrival International Airport in Managua. Transfer to Granada. 
Lodging in Granada.

Lodging in Granada.

Day 2: Islets Boat Tour - City Tour Granada (B, L).

Today we will begin with a relaxing boat ride around some 
of the enchanting islands of Lake Nicaragua. There is an 
approximate total of 360 islands which are a product of the 
eruption of Mombacho Volcano.  Enjoy the beautiful landscape 
and the abundant wildlife that surrounds the area. Continue 
to the colonial city of Granada, founded by Captain Francisco 
Hernandez de Cordoba in 1524, named after the city of Granada 
in Spain, and considered as one of the colonial jewels in 
America. It is located in a strategic position on the shores of Lake 
Nicaragua, but this also made her victim of many pirate attacks 
during the colonial times. Granada has many colonial churches, 
winding lanes, and grand colonial homes with traditional 
tiled roofs. Walk around the main plaza of the city and see "La 
Merced" church, the famous "Casa de Los Tres Mundos" and the 
San Francisco convent. Due to the historical and cultural value 
of the city, it is in the process of being declared a World Heritage 
site by UNESCO. Return to hotel. 
Rest of the afternoon at leisure. 

Lodging in Granada.

DETAILED ITINERARY:

Granada

Mombacho Cloud Forest

Islets, Granada



Day 3: Masaya Volcano and Market - León (B, L)

Today we will start heading West towards Leon. On the way, 
we will stop at Masaya Volcano National Park. It is Nicaragua´s 
first and largest National Park including two volcanoes and 
five craters in an area of 54 km². The indigenous people and 
the Spanish conquerors feared the constant eruptions of the 
volcano and therefore the Spanish baptized the active volcano 
"La Boca del Infierno" or "The Mouth of Hell". In order to exorcise 
the Devil, in the 16th century they established a cross on the 
crater lip, "La Cruz de Bobadilla" (named after Father Francisco 
Bobadilla). 

The nature of the Park is rough but at the same time provides 
a peaceful atmosphere. The eruptions have had a dramatic 
impact on the surroundings since rocks and volcanic ashes 
still cover the surrounding area. Different types of vegetation 
appeared after the eruptions. The park is also inhabited by 
many different kinds of animals including coyotes, skunks, 
raccoons, opossums, deer, iguanas, and monkeys. 

An amazing experience is that you will be able to peek over 
the edge at the Masaya Volcano, and look into the impressive 
crater, which is continuously emitting smoke and sulfur gases. 
Then continue to Leon for a brief city tour including the largest 
Cathedral in Central America which is also a World Heritage 
Site.

Lodging in León. 
      

Crater Masaya Volcano

Crater Masaya Volcano

Leon Cathedral



Day 5: Community Experience – Suchitoto (B, L)

Today will start our trip to Central El Salvador, but on the way we will 
stop for a meaningful experience in El Icacal beach. El Icacal is one of the 
best beaches in the country and yet you will find a pristine and authentic 
environment. A small community of about 40 families lives in El Icacal.
It is an ideal place if you are looking for a rural, eco and meaningful 
experience. We will visit the rural schools sponsored by our nonprofit 
organization, Share Smiles, where you will be able to interact with the 
local children and perhaps play a little soccer with them. We will also 
learn about the sea turtle conservation program, since in El Icacal, four 
species of sea turtles nest: leatherback, green, Olive Ridley and Hawksbill. 
If in season, you will be able to release baby sea turtles into the Pacific 
Ocean.

In the afternoon continue to Suchitoto. 
Lodging in Suchitoto. 

Day 4: León - Gulf of Fonseca Crossing Boat - La Unión 
(B, L)

In the morning we will start our trip from Leon towards the Port of Potosí 
where a boat will be waiting. El Cruce del Golfo (Boat Gulf crossing) is not 
only the fastest, but also the most scenic route between Nicaragua and El 
Salvador. Nonstop, the boat trip takes about 2 hours at most and allows 
us to witness the beautiful scenery of the Gulf of Fonseca, which includes 
wildlife, several islands and volcanoes in the background. All luggage will 
be packed away in waterproof bags as a precaution more than for the 
risk that water will enter the boat. However, do prepare for an eventual 
wave splashing! On the way to La Union it is possible to watch fishermen 
busy with their daily fishing routine. Upon arrival in La Unión, we will 
head to customs for the procedures of entering El Salvador. Continue to 
hotel.

Lodging in Eastern El Salvador. 

Boat that crosses Gulf of Fonseca  

Welcome activity, El Icacal School

Sea turtle release at El Icacal Beach



Day 6: Suchitoto Town And Indigo Workshop (B, L)

Today we will enjoy Suchitoto, one of El Salvador's colonial towns. 
The name Suchitoto means the place of the Flower Bird. We will walk 
along the charming cobblestone streets surrounded by lovely old 
colonial homes. Suchitoto is home to Santa Lucia Church, built in 1853, 
majestically situated in the town's central square. 

Today we will also enjoy an Indigo Workshop. Indigo is a natural blue 
colorant extracted from the Xiquilite plant. It was a very important element 
for the Mayans since they used it for magical/religious rituals, as a medical 
plant, for pottery, and for painting. When the Spanish “Conquistadores” 
arrived to El Salvador in 1524, Indigo became the new source of wealth 
in the region. Pedro de Alvarado noticed how the Indians used several 
shades of blue in their clothes.  

In 1558, the Habsburg King Charles I ordered the territories of Guatemala 
and Cuscatlán (El Salvador), to produce indigo for Spain. The commercial 
route was through Granada, then to Cartagena de Indias from where 
it travelled to Spain. In the XVII century, the ounce of indigo was as 
valuable as gold.

El Salvador indigo, has always been recognized as top quality worldwide.
We will learn art techniques used on clothing as we experiment 
in designing our own scarf or bag that you will be able to keep as a 
souvenir. For groups of 10 or more, the workshop will be done in a 
Hacienda that has one of the highest quality certifications in the world 
for organic indigo.

Lodging Suchitoto. 

Suchitoto town

Indigo production (oxygenation)

Indigo workshop



Day 7: Suchitoto - Antigua Guatemala (B, L)

In the morning, depart from Suchitoto towards the World Heritage 
Site of Antigua Guatemala.  We will head west towards the border of 
El Salvador and Guatemala and then continue towards Antigua.  Free 
afternoon to relax after the drive.

Lodging Antigua Guatemala.

Day 8: Antigua Guatemala Walking Tour (B, L) 

This morning we will enjoy a walking tour of Antigua. Antigua Guatemala 
was the third capital city established by the Spaniards founded in 1543. 
In 1773 it was completely destroyed by an earthquake.  Even though a 
new capital was established at a different location, people slowly started 
to give life back to Antigua Guatemala, which is now one of the main 
attractions of Guatemala due mainly to its colonial architecture where 
it seems like if time has stopped.  Antigua Guatemala is located at the 
Panchoy Valley and is surrounded by three volcanoes and mountains 
with coffee plantations.  With its cobblestone streets and ancestral 
edifications, it provides a marvelous setting for cultural and religious 
traditions. A gem of urban planning and colonial architecture, Antigua’s 
features has been well preserved. Because of its immense historical and 
cultural value, UNESCO named Antigua a World Heritage site in 1979.  
We will enjoy a walking tour of this charming town.  After lunch, enjoy 
free time.  

Free afternoon. 

Lodging Antigua Guatemala.

Day 9: Departure (B)

Transfer to Guatemala City airport. Flight back home.
End of services.

Arco Santa Catalina

Antigua Guatemala, Cathedral


